
CITY NEWS 

 

Community Center Update 
 

As many of you know, there are exciting things happening with the Community 
Center Project.  A Vision Iowa Grant for $200,000 was awarded in October   
that put the capital campaign over the $1.4 million fundraising mark.  Since 
fundraising began in June of 2012, the generosity and support of the numerous 
individuals, businesses, and organizations that have committed to funding for 
the project has been amazing. 
 

In August, the City Council awarded the bid to Badding Construction for the 
“big” remodeling project, which includes most of the interior work on the 
building and new windows, doors, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
systems.  It is hoped that most of the north part of the building will be 
complete in the coming month, with the banquet hall targeted for completion 
next spring.  Equipment for the building is being acquired as needed and 
different rooms are completed.  Exterior work will begin in the spring on the 
paving, sidewalk, patio, and exterior lighting. The entire project will be 
completed next summer. 
 

Fundraising for the project is ongoing, as total project costs are now estimated 
to be close to $1.6 million.  The City is in the process of arranging short-term 
financing as funds are raised to finish the final phases of the project next 
summer.  If you have not yet contributed to the project but would like to,  
pledge forms are available at Templeton City Hall or Templeton Savings Bank. 
The Planning Committee also recently announced an ongoing Memorial 
Program, which is an ongoing opportunity for individuals and families to 
provide a contribution to in memory of loved ones who have passed but had 
ties to the Templeton community.  Memorial Program forms are also available 
from committee members, City Hall, and Templeton Savings Bank.   
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American Red Cross Blood Drive  
 

Alison Sturm, coordinator for the 
Templeton American Red Cross Blood 
Drive would like to thank the         
community for their support.           
The Templeton blood drive collected 
25 life saving units on Monday,            
November 11, 2013, making goal!  

 

Why Main Streets Matter 
 

We all know where our Main Streets are, but do we know what they are and 
why they matter?  Whether they are named First Avenue or Birch Street, what 
they represent is universal.  Main Street is the economic engine, the core of 
the community.  Our Main Streets tell us who we are and who we were, and 
how the past has shaped us.  We do not go to bland suburbs or enclosed   
shopping malls to learn about our past, explore our culture, or discover our 
identity.  Our Main Streets are the places of shared memories where people 
still come together to live, work, and play. The city of Templeton encourages 
everyone to support Templeton’s Main Street and businesses! 



 

                   Templeton Post Office Update 

Back in 2011…the Postal Service announced it was looking at closing about 
four thousand post offices.  After a public outcry, the Postal Service         
backtracked and came up with a reorganization plan. The United States  
Postal Service (USPS) conducted its POST Plan review process and modified 
the Templeton Post Office’s weekday retail window service hours from          
8 hours to 6 hours in March of 2013.  Currently the Templeton Post Office’s 
retail hours are from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on       

Saturdays.  The Templeton Post Office was lucky to be able to reorganize under the 6 hour POST Plan due to its       
business volume.  Many communities our size or even larger were reduced to 4 hours a day.  The city of Templeton 
strongly encourages everyone in the community to continue to buy your stamps and mail your letters and packages 
from the Templeton Post Office to keep its 6 hour day intact.  We don’t want our post office to slip to 4 hours a day.  
Every stamp and letter counts, besides you can’t get a better deal anywhere else.  Support your local post office and 
please do your part to secure the future of the Templeton Post Office.    

 

Senate File 295 - Business Property Tax Credit 
 

This past spring, the Iowa Legislature passed, and Governor Branstad signed into law, Senate File 295 - Business     
Property Tax Credit.  The Business Property Tax Credit is one of the largest tax cuts in Iowa history.  Senate File 295 
allows for a Business Property Tax Credit for all property assessed as commercial and industrial with a few exceptions.  
The exceptions are multi-family housing (apartments and mobile home parks), Section 42 housing, assisted living      
facilities and nursing homes.  These properties will be reclassified as multi-residential for the 2015 assessment and        
receive other concessions at that time.  The business property tax credit is a credit against taxes based on valuation for 
commercial, industrial and railroad classed property units.  It will be deducted from the property taxes owned and 
shown on the property tax statement.  The credit will first be available for the 2013 valuations, for which taxes will be 
payable in September 2014 and March 2015.   
 

Iowa business owners can take advantage of the Business Property Tax Credit by contacting the Carroll County         
Assessor or by going to the Iowa Department of Revenue’s website at www.iowa.gov/tax/locgov/13PTReform.html.  
There you will find an Application for Business Property Tax Credit and answers to common questions.  The application 
must be filed with the county assessor where the property is located by January 15, 2014 for credit on taxes payable 
2014-2015.  Each year thereafter the deadline is March 15 starting in 2015.  The Assessor's office receives the            
application and recommends whether the application is allowed or disallowed, with the Carroll County Board of       
Supervisors making the final decision to allow the credit.  For additional information please go to the Iowa Department 
of Revenue’s website at www.iowa.gov and click on the Property Tax Division. 

 

 

                                The North End of Main Street Will See Some Changes in 2014 
 

After serving the community for over 131 years as a hotel, saloon, 
clothing store, barber shop, bowling alley, and a bar the building      
located on Block 2, Lot 4 will be torn down next year.  Gary & Shell  
Irlbeck owners of The Still Bar & Restaurant are excited to announce 
they are drawing up plans to build a new bar.  The existing bar will be 
torn down and a new bar will be rebuilt in the same location.             
The Irlbeck’s stated “We can no longer fix things with a band-aid.”    
The restaurant will remain the same except during the construction 
period it will serve both as a bar and a restaurant. 
 

The city of Templeton is excited about the Irlbeck’s plans to reinvest in 
the future of Templeton’s Main Street.     

http://www.iowa.gov/tax/locgov/13PTReform.html
http://www.iowa.gov/


 

“White Elephant”  
 Main Street Building to See New Life 

  
The “White Elephant” has long been a fixture on Main Street in           
Templeton, and we are pleased that Schoeppner Designs, the father-son 
team of Dave & Alex Schoeppner has purchased the building from       
Don Wieland in September 2013.  Built in 1920, the building has housed 
many successful businesses over the years; one being Dave Schoeppner’s 
great uncle Ted Schoeppner, who owned and operated Schoeppner    
Motor Company.   
  

The Schoeppners have been working hard to improve the functionality and condition of the building.  The building has 
undergone extensive cleaning this fall and most recently the completion of a new steel roof and installation of doors.  
New energy efficient windows and additional doors will also be installed soon.  Future plans are to renovate the front 
of the building to create Main Street store front office and retail spaces with the rear of the building to warehouse  
Templeton Rye barrels and a shop for Schoeppner Designs’ furniture building business.  Upon completion of these   
renovations, Dave & Alex plan to display and sell their unique Templeton Rye Whiskey barrel furniture in one of the 
store fronts and have set hours.  Schoeppner Designs purchase the barrels from Templeton Rye Spirits and have an 
exclusive arrangement to use the company’s logo on their furniture.  The barrels are charred on the inside which gives          
Templeton Rye whiskey its distinct flavor and also gives the staves a custom black textured look which Schoeppner  
Designs incorporates in their furniture designs.  They fashion the white American oak wood and metal rings into       
vintage whiskey crates, bistro tables, bar stools, decorative barrel ring balls, stands, 
and benches, just to name a few.  Visit http://www.schoeppnerdesigns.com to check 
out this creative duo.    

 

                                  Madame Mary Bloody Mary Mix 

Ladies and Gentlemen, take a step forward in quality by stepping back in time with an 
old fashioned Bloody Mary recipe out of historic Templeton, Iowa. Dave & Alex 
Schoeppner are proud to announce James and Amy Hanken will be utilizing a portion of 

the newly renovated “White Elephant” store front 
space to display and sell their Madam Mary Bloody 
Mary Mix, t-shirts, and other merchandise.  Online 
retail sales will also be conducted from this             
location. Madame Mary will keep an office and hold 
regular business hours.  A section of the warehouse 
will also be utilized for inventory  storage.   

Visit Madame Mary’s website at:  http://www.madamemarymix.com 

                                  Welcome to Templeton Madame Mary!   



Santa Claus visits T-Town 
 

Children’s Christmas  

Open House 
 

Wednesday, 

 December 4, 2013 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Sponsored by: 

Templeton Community Betterment  

 Templeton Knights of Columbus 

Sacred Heart Ladies Guild 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Templeton Documentary Update 
“West Iowa Whiskey Cookers” 

 

West Iowa Whiskey Cookers, the documentary film about Templeton rye during Prohibition, was recently previewed by 
the city of Templeton on Thursday, December 5, 2013.  Director Dan Manatt arranged for the screening of the nearly 
completed film so Templetonians could get a “sneak preview” and provide feedback before the film is finalized.  The 
City is satisfied that Mr. Manatt’s documentary film portrays Templeton in a positive light and is factually accurate.   
 
The film focuses on Templeton during Prohibition and the career of Templeton’s famed bootlegger, Joe Irlbeck.  The 
film draws on never-before seen documents from the National Archives, including trial records, and, most amazingly, 
letters to the U.S. Justice Department by Templeton informants identifying area bootleggers.  A Carroll Times article on 
the film and the screening can be found at WhiskeyCookers.com.  The documentary film is set to be shown on Iowa 
Public Television next year.   
 
The film’s copyright is being given by Mr. Manatt to the City of Templeton. “Templeton created the Templeton rye   
legend, so it’s only fitting Templetonians are the owners of their own story,” Manatt said. 

 
A Twitter account has been set up for folks wanting to receive updates: www.WhiskeyCookers.com or twitter.com/
WhiskeyCookers  

 

Templeton Rye Produces One-Millionth Bottle 
 

In 2006, Templeton Rye hit the market and eight years later, company co-founders     
Scott Bush and Keith Kerkhoff filled their one-millionth bottle of the rye whiskey.         
Honorable Terry Branstad, Governor of Iowa on Wednesday, December 4, 2013 helped 
Scott Bush and Keith Kerkhoff commemorate the event.  Governor Branstad sat at the 
assembly line, affixed a label and bar code to the 1-millionth bottle.  Unlike other        
Templeton Rye bottles, the 1-millionth bottle is discreetly numbered with a nine-digit  
production code number.  The code will be released in stages on Templeton Rye’s website 
allowing buyers to figure out if they have the milestone bottle.  Other than the number, 

there is nothing to distinguish the bottle.  With the help of Governor Branstad , Templeton Rye unveiled the first digit 
of the nine-digit production number at the end of Wednesday’s ceremony.  The first digit is the number “5” and for the 
next eight weeks the company will reveal one additional number.  The last digit will be released on January 17, 2014, 
the date of Al Capone’s birthday.  The company has a special website dedicated to the million-bottle celebration where 
the serial numbers will be published:  http://www.templetonrye.com/millionthbottle/. 
 

The city of Templeton would like to congratulate Scott Bush and Keith Kerkhoff for making the whiskey legal and for 
putting Templeton on the map, nationally.   

http://WhiskeyCookers.com
http://www.WhiskeyCookers.com
http://twitter.com/WhiskeyCookers
http://twitter.com/WhiskeyCookers
http://www.templetonrye.com/millionthbottle/
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